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Pneumothorax / Rounded Atelectasis |
(air leak between lung and (Infolding of lung into scar mass®
chest wall from break in lung - often originating from diffuse pleural
often related to rupture of an apical bulla) thickening; associated with localized volume loss)
Can be atypical with an origin from parietal pleural
thickening or separated from the pleura by normal lung
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Rheumatoid
Pneumoconiosis
(Interstitial changes +
pulmonary Rheumatoid nodules)

tb tb

Irregular
Apical Pleural
Thickening

Infiltrate/Scarring

or

Suspect
Active Tuberculosis
(Apical pleural thickening
and parenchymal changes)
(Definition also includes inactive tb
where findings go beyond cg)

Miliary Tuberculosis

oD
i Other Disease(s) ?

or Significant Abnormality(ies)
with explanatory statement - eg. thyroid goiter
or large hiatal herina with an air-fluid level

% Coal workers with Rheumatoid arthritis, having been exposed
to coal dust with significant free silica, can develop Caplan’s
Syndrome which has multiple peripheral, usually 1-2 cm (can
be 0.5 to 5 cm) rounded Caplan’s nodules, usually bilateral, at
the junction of the middle and outer 1/3 of the lungs, often
looking like metastatic disease. 20% are unilateral. Prevalence
is low in the USA, but has been higher for UK patients with
pneumoconiosis. 10% develop calcifications or cavitation.
Simple CWP, when visualized, is often of low profusion. These
nodules occur prior to the development of PMF. Clinical
Rheumatoid disease may occur before, during or after the
pulmonary changes. Tuberculosis (tuberculomas), atypical
mycobacteria, nodular sarcoidosis and metastatic disease are
part of the differential diagnosis.

Similar, but histologically different necrobiotic nodules are
found in patients with Rheumatoid lung disease, but without
pneumoconiosis or a coal worker's history, often associated
with bronchiectasis and bronchial wall thickening.
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